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SUMMARY: FURTHER DISCUSSION AMONT "INNER CORE" REPS HAS RESULTED 
IN AGREEMENT THAT QUESTION OE NATO CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT PROTOCOL 
SHOULD BE RAISED PROMPTLY IN POLADS EVEN THOUGH DIFEERENCES REMAIN 
ON TIMING OF POSSIBLE MILITARY COMMITTEE STUDY. ACTION REQUESTED: 
SEE PARA 7. END SUMMARY. 

1. EOLLOWING FURTHER BILATERAL CONTACTS AMONG FRG, UK, 
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US, CANADIAN AND FRENCH POLADS, GROUP MET JANUARY 20 
TO DISCUSS HOW TO PROCEED WITH NATO CONSIDERATION OF 
DRAFT PROTOCOL. MEETING WAS DELAYED BY INABILITY OF 
FRG REP TO GET INSTRUCTIONS CLARIEYING FRG POSITION, 

A DELAY HE ATTRIBUTED TO PERSISTENCE OF DIFFERING VIEWS 
ON THIS ISSUE IN BONN AND NERD FOR MINISTERIAL CONSIDERATION. 

2. DISCUSSION REVEALED AGREEMENT THAT NATO CONSIDER- 
ATION SHOULD BEGIN AT POLADS LEVEL AND THAT THE MILI- 
TARY COMMITTEE COULD BE REQUESTED TO STUDY THIS ISSUE 
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AT AN APPROPRIATE TIME. HOWEVER, ON TIMING OF STUDY 
AND OTHER POINTS, PARTICIPANTS' INSTRUCTIONS AND RECORDS 
OE BONN GROUP MEETING DIVERGED: 

- ERG REP EMPHASIZED THAT NATO DISCUSSION SHOULD 

AIM TO PRODUCE COMMON ALLIED EVALUATION OF THE PROBLEM 
AND AGREEMENT THAT NONE OF THE ALLIES WOULD SIGN PRO- 
TOCOL I BEEORE INTENSIVE CONSULTATIONS ON ITS IMPLICATIONS 
EOR NATO STRATEGY. NATO CONSULTATIONS COULD INCLUDE 
A MILITARY COMMITTEE STUDY. ERG WANTED MC STUDY TO 
BEGIN PROMPTLY AND BELIEVED "CONSENSUS " AT BONN MEETING 
PERMITTED FRG TO CONTINUE TO PRESS ITS VIEW ON THIS POINT. 

- FRENCH REP'S INSTRUCTIONS AND RECORD OF BONN 
MEETING EMPHASIZED FRENCH AGREEMENT WITH ERG CONCERNS 
AND SUPPORT EOR A MILITARY COMMITTEE STUDY, WITH NO 
RESTRICTION ON WHEN STUDY MIGHT BEGIN. 

- UK HIGHLIGHTED NEED TO SEEK A CONSENSUS 

THAT ALLIES SHOULD NOT SIGN PROTOCOL BEFORE LULL NATO 
STUDY. UK PREFERRED TO POSTPONE MC STUDY UNTIL ALTER COM- 
PLETION OE PROTOCOL, BUT ITS POSITION ON TIMING OF STUDY 
WOULD BE INFLUENCED BY ALLIED REACTION TO PROPOSAL TO 
DELAY SIGNATURE. 

- CANADIAN WANTED TO PROMOTE AGREEMENT THAT ALLIES SHOULD 
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NOT SIGN PRIOR TO NATO STUDY AND THAT STUDY SHOULD BEGIN AFTER 
FOURTH ROUND OF DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCES AT GENEVA. 

1 1 US REP DREW FULLY AT THIS MEETING AND IN 
EARLIER BILATERAL CONTACTS ON REFS B AND D, EMPHASIZING 
OUR FIRM OPPOSITION TO BEGINNING MC STUDY BEFORE CON- 
CLUSION OF CONFERENCE. 
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3. DISCUSSION ALSO POINTED UP: 

- UK AND ERENCH VIEW THAT ALLIES SHOULD SEEK 
AGREEMENT AT THE DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE ON A SIX TO 
EIGHTEEN MONTH DELAY, OR "GRACE PERIOD", BETWEEN COM- 
PLETION OF PROTOCOL AND DATE ON WHICH IT WOULD BE 
OPENED FOR SIGNATURE. 

- ERG CONCERN THAT PRESS AND PARLIAMENTARY 
INTEREST IN ALLIED COUNTRIES WOULD EORCE GOVERNMENTS 
TO MAKE CLEAR THEIR POSITION ON THE PROTOCOL SOON AFTER 
ITS COMPLETION. 
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- FRG CONCERN THAT NORWEGIANS, DANES AND DUTCH 
MAY WISH TO SIGN PROMPTLY AND MIGHT NOT, EVEN AT THIS 
STAGE, BE WILLING TO JOIN ANY CONSENSUS THAT SIGNATURE 
SHOULD BE DELAYED PENDING NATO STUDY. 

4. UPSHOT OP DISCUSSION WAS AGREEMENT TO PROPOSAL OF 
FRG REP THAT HE INTRODUCE SUBJECT AT FEBRUARY 25 POLADS 
MEETING. IN VIEW OF REMAINING DIFFERENCES AMONG INNER 
GROUP REPS, HE WOULD MAKE ONLY GENERAL REPERENCE TO 
HIS AUTHORITIES' VIEWS ON DESIRABILITY OF COORDINATING 
ALLIED APPROACH TOWARD SIGNATURE AND TO POSSIBILITY OF 

MC STUDY. OTHER "INNER CORE" REPS WOULD PLAN TO COMMENT AT 
FEBRUARY 1 MEETING WHEN OTHER ALLIES MIGHT ALSO BE IN A POSITION 
TO JOIN IN DISCUSSION. 

5. COMMENT: WE ANTICIPATE THAT POLADS CONSIDERATION 
OF THIS SUBJECT WILL BE UNTIDY, BUT WE SEE NO DRAW- 
BACK TO AIRING DIFFERING VIEWS ON NATO CONSIDERATION 
WITH OTHER ALLIES. POLADS DISCUSSION IS LIKELY TO MOVE 
AT SLOW PACE, AND TACTICALLY WE WILL BE IN A STRONG 
POSITION IN SEEKING POSTPONEMENT OF MILITARY COMMITTEE 
STUDY, SINCE WE CAN BLOCK ANY CONSENSUS TO INITIATE 
STUDY. WE WOULD PLAN TO DRAW EXTENSIVELY ON REFS B AND 
D IN SEEKING SUPPORT FOR DELAY. END COMMENT. 
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6. WE WOULD APPRECIATE GUIDANCE ON TWO ADDITIONAL POINTS: 

- BACKGROUND AND WASHINGTON VIEWS ON UK SUG- 
GESTION THAT ALLIES SHOULD SEEK AN EXTENDED "GRACE 
PERIOD" BETWEEN COMPLETION OE PROTOCOL AND SIGNATURE. 

- WASHINGTON'S VIEWS ON RELEVANCE OE CONCERN 
REFLECTED IN PARA 27 ON MC STUDY ON CONVENTIONAL 
WEAPONS (MCM-89-76) THAT BECAUSE OF MUTUAL DEPENDENCE 
AND NEED FOR JOINT MILITARY ACTION IN TIME OF CRISIS 
SUBSTANTIAL DIFFICULTIES COULD BE POSED FORTHE ALLIANCE 
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BY THE EXISTENCE OF DIFFERENT RULES OF CONDUCT FOR DIFFERENT 
ALLIED FORCES. 

7. ACTION REQUESTED: GUIDANCE ON THESE POINTS AND 

ANY ADDITIONAL VIEWS DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO PROVIDE BY 
JANUARY 31. STRAUSZ-HUPE 
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